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B I CK H AM COAL  COMP ANY
B ulk S ample Applicat ion U pdat e

B ackgr ound

Bickham Coal Company is  j ointly owned by the Cant and Fos ter  families  who

have a long his tory in the Hunter  Valley mining indus try.  B ickham Coal

Company holds  exploration licences  approximately 12km south-eas t of

Mur rurundi where a reserve of 25-30 mill ion tonnes  of thermal coal has  been

identified.

T he Applicat ion

T he Company has  already purchased the land, which contains  this  reserve.

An application to extract a 25,000 tonne bulk sample has  been lodged with

the Department of Mineral Resources  (DMR) to allow potential S outh Eas t

As ia cus tomers  to conduct tr ial combus tion burns  of coal.

T hese tr ials  are es sential as  the maj or  par t of the reserve has , compared to

other  Hunter  Valley coals , higher  levels  of iron in the ash.  T his  may result in

boiler  fouling and ash disposal is sues .

T he application seeks  approval only for  removing 331,000 bcm of over

burden and 25,000 tonnes  of coal. (T his  application, if approved, is  for  the

bulk sample only.  Any proposal for  the open cut mine would be required to

under take the full EI S  process  through Planning NS W.)  T he overburden will

be used to rehabilitate an ex is ting flint clay void.

T he bulk sample will use ex is ting road sys tems  es tablished for  the flint clay

mining operation.
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Communit y Cons ult at ion and I s s ues

A comprehens ive Review of Environmental Factor s  (REF) was  placed on

exhibition for  comment las t year  following an extens ive consultation process ,

both with the community and relevant Government departments .

A number  of concerns  were raised dur ing the community consultation

process , mainly related to extraction of ground water  and its  use.  After  the

exhibition per iod the then Minis ter  for  Mineral Resources  reques ted that the

company under take fur ther  s tudies , which were car r ied out ear ly this  year .

Concerns  were also raised about Burning Mountain.  Repeated as surance had

been provided that there will be no adverse effect on Burning Mountain which

is  located over  6 km south of the proposed bulk sample extraction.

Flint clay mining, which has  taken place for  over  20 years , has  been car r ied

out within 1.5 km of Burning Mountain and we have been advised this  mining

used extens ive blas ting.  At leas t s ix  voids  remain, all of which are of a larger

scale operation than the proposed bulk sample. No adverse effects  have been

detected at Burning Mountain dur ing this  entire per iod.

B ickham Coal Company believes  the REF shows  there will be no detr imental

long- term environmental effects  from the bulk sample being under taken.

F ur t her  S t udies

Following the direction of the previous  Minis ter  for  Mineral Resources  the

following additional inves tigations  have been under taken at S outh B ickham.

• T he cons truction of a 200mm dewater ing bore adj acent to the proposed

bulk sample s ite as  well as  a fur ther  four  piezometers  adj acent to the

Pages  River  on the eas tern s ide of the proposed bulk sample s ite. An

extens ive hydraulic tes ting program was  then under taken involving tes ts

of up to 34 hours  duration.

• Detailed inves tigation of the geology in the vicinity of the Pages  River

nor th and eas t of the proposed open cut.

• Full hydrological s tudy of the Pages  River  for  its  entire length where it

flows  through the proper ty S outh B ickham (3km).
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• Detailed inves tigation into potential adverse effects  of blas ting.

• Preparation of responses  to other  is sues  raised by respondents  to the

previous  Review of Environmental Factor s  (REF).

F indings

• T he ground water  to be removed dur ing the bulk sample excavation is  far

les s  than or iginally predicted –  les s  than 16 megalitres  over  the s ix-month

duration of the excavation.

• Reconfirmation that ground water  is  from a hard rock aquifer  only and

water  is  planned to be extracted under  an indus tr ial l icence for  safety and

environmental dus t suppres s ion.

• T here is  evidence of some hydrological connection between the ground

water  in the bulk sample area and the Pages  River  with minor  amounts  of

water  flowing into the r iver . T he net reduction of ground water  flow into

the Pages  River  dur ing the bulk sample excavation will be les s  than one

megalitre.

• Geological s tudies  show s tructures  are s impler  than previous ly modeled.

Any faults , if present, ex is t only as  minor  localised s tructures .

• T he blas ting repor t confirms  that the max imum potential for  minor

cracking of the rock in the highwall is  10-15m.

Ot her  I s s ues

Dartbrook Mine are now unable to wash or  load the 25,000 tonnes  of coal

and therefore, it will have to be trucked to Rix’s  Creek Mine j us t nor th of

S ingleton.

T imet able f or  new  R E F

T he repor ts  of the water  and as sociated geology s tudies  were presented to

the B ickham Coal Company Community Consultative Committee (BCCCCC)

meeting on 11 June.
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T he revised Review of Environmental Factor s  will be presented at a meeting

of the B ickham Coal Community Consultative Committee at Mur rurundi

Council Chambers  at 4.30 PM on Wednesday 20 Augus t.

T he repor t will be placed on public exhibition for  comment from T hursday 21

Augus t.

As  par t of the community consultation process  a public information ses s ion

will be held at the Mur rurundi Bowling Club at 6.30 PM on Monday 1

S eptember .

T he ses s ion will be attended by representatives  from B ickham Coal Company

and the Department of Mineral Resources  and will be chaired by Mr  Noel

O’Br ien, Chairman of the Community Consultative Committee.

Following the public information ses s ion, B ickham Coal Company

representatives  will be available at 75 Mayne S treet, Mur rurundi, between

the hours  of 12 noon and 5 PM on Fr iday 5 S eptember  to answer  ques tions

on the bulk sample application.

Cont act s :

F or dComm Cons ult ing 4 9 2 9  2 0 6 3  at  any t ime
H elen Nels on 0 4 0 8  3 3 5 6 3 7
Chr is  F or d 0 4 1 1  4 2 3 2 7 2


